
Hosea Williams and Second Avenue is the street corner that not only embodies 
the neighborhood’s challenging past, but also its revival. The intersection that 
connects the East Lake, Oakhurst, and Kirkwood neighborhoods is thriving as a 
restaurant destination. Greater Good BBQ, 
Poor Hendrix and Mix’d Up Burgers are serving 
up delicious food and provide wonderful 
family dining environments. 

In exciting news, the southwest corner 
will be under construction soon. The CF 
Foundation is planning to construct a 13,000 
square foot commercial building that will be 
the new home for the East Lake Foundation 
and Purpose Built Communities and will have space for additional neighborhood 
office or retail tenants. The building, designed by Square Feet Studio and developed 

by Westbridge Partners, is expected to be completed by April 2018. 
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The East Lake Foundation is nationally known for its integrated approach to community revitalization that focuses 
on three pillars:  cradle-to-college education, mixed-income housing and community wellness. The Foundation 
serves as the lead organization working closely with its partners within and across these pillars to benefit our youth 
and their families. To make a donation, call 404.373.4351 or visit eastlakefoundation.org. 

East Lake Foundation

Drew Charter School Graduates Inaugural Senior Class

2nd Avenue and Hosea Williams’ Vibrant Revival  

On May 20, 
2017, 82 young 
people made 
history in East 

Lake. Charles R. Drew Charter School’s Legacy 
Class of 2017 graduated, signifying the fulfillment 
of the cradle-to-college education pipeline, 
an integral part of the holistic vision to revitalize 
Atlanta’s East Lake community. 

Twenty-two years ago, the odds were 
stacked against students living in 
East Lake Meadows, a dilapidated 
and often dangerous public housing 
development. The students achieved 
a high school graduation rate 
lower than 30%, and the career 
opportunities were even bleaker: the 
employment rate was only 14%. 

Today, we fast forward to the 
Legacy Class of 2017, 100% of whom 
have been accepted to college. 
The class includes scholars, athletes, 
engineers, musicians, entrepreneurs, 
politicians and artists, all of whom 
will continue to inspire, overcome the odds, surpass 
new goals and reach new heights. What once was 
unthinkable and seemingly unreachable has been 
accomplished. 

“Drew Charter School graduating its inaugural 
high school senior class represents the promise and 

opportunity for our community,” 
said Daniel J. Shoy, Jr., 
president of the East Lake 
Foundation. “This senior class is 
the capstone for the East Lake 
Foundation’s Cradle-to-College 
Education pipeline, which has 
fundamentally disrupted the 
cradle-to-prison pipeline that 
was prevalent just 22 years ago. 
The graduating class represents 

what is possible for any community when it is focused on 
a structured, coordinated, collaborative approach to 
support young people.”

It’s time for these Drew Eagles to fully spread their wings 
and fly higher. Congratulations to the Class of 2017.  

Start:ME East Lake Graduates Third Cohort

In its third year, Start:ME East Lake hit 
its stride. The program, a partnership 
between Social Enterprise @ Goizueta 
at Emory University with Access for 
Capital for Entrepreneurs (ACE) and 
the East Lake Foundation, supports a 
cohort of 15-18 small businesses in the 
East Lake and Kirkwood communities. 
This year’s 14-week program, which 
ran from January through April, 
offered business training, mentorship 
support and early-stage financing 
to the cohort to develop viable and 

sustainable enterprises. 
Businesses represented in 
the 2017 East Lake cohort 
included professional 
services, catering, health 
and beauty, clothing, 
toys and more. 

The Start:ME Program 
Showcase was held on 
May 4th at Agnes Scott 

College in Decatur to celebrate 
the East Lake participants who 
completed this year’s program. The 
event featured a marketplace for 
entrepreneurs to showcase their 
products and services, unique foods 
sourced from program participants, a 
keynote address from Jerome Russell 
(President of H.J. Russell & Company), 
and loan investment announcements. 

Three East Lake participants were 
selected by their cohort peers to 

receive loans of up to $10,000 to help 
grow their businesses in East Lake and 
Kirkwood over the next several years. 
The 2017 loan recipients from East 
Lake are:

• Jasmine Walker, King and Lola – 
Online clothing boutique offering 
quality clothing for newborns and 
toddlers

• Yetunde Jude, Yelani – Plant-based 
hair care products for kinky to curly 
hair

• Ajah Myers, Myers Assessment and 
Therapeutic Services – Tutoring 
and therapy services to children 
and adults with developmental 
disabilities  

In late April, a new championship golf 
course opened in the heart of what 
had once been a blighted area of New 
Orleans. Bayou Oaks at City Park is the 
newest jewel in the crown of extraordinary 
public-private partnerships in New Orleans’ 
Gentilly neighborhood, led by the Bayou 
District Foundation. 

Founded by three New Orleans business 
leaders who wanted to help the city recover from Hurricane Katrina, the 
Bayou District Foundation found its inspiration in the transformation in 
East Lake, led by the East Lake Foundation. Incorporating the East Lake 
Foundation’s three pillars of mixed-income housing, cradle-to-college 
education and community wellness under the leadership of a community 
quarterback organization, the Bayou District Foundation was the first 
organization to replicate what is now called the Purpose Built Communities 
model for holistic community revitalization. 

Over the last twelve years, the Bayou District Foundation has had tremendous success on its journey to bring its 
section of the Gentilly neighborhood back and provide wide, durable pathways out of poverty for its residents.

Community leaders believe that Bayou Oaks at City Park will take its place within the golfing world among 
other legendary public courses, along with providing a revenue stream to help sustain early childhood and youth 
development programs in the neighborhood. Golf course designer Rees Jones said it best, "This is more than a golf 
course. It is a gift to the community! 

Bayou Oaks at City Park 
Opens in New Orleans

East Lake Foundation Launches Circa ‘95 Society
The Foundation is proud to present the Circa ’95 Society, an opportunity for donors to make 

annual gifts that support the mission and work of the East Lake Foundation. The Circa ’95 Society is 
named to commemorate the year of the Foundation’s inception. Members of this exclusive annual 
giving society receive special membership benefits.

For more information on the Circa ’95 Society, please contact Aaron James at ajames@
eastlakefoundation.org  or visit http://bit.ly/ELFCirca95Society. 
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Exciting Transition for East Lake Healthy Connections

Party on the Green Raises $480,000 for Early Childhood Education 

Help the Foundation Honor the 
82 Graduates from the Class of 2017

Six Drew Charter School graduates from the Class 
of 2017 are the newest recipients of the Ann and 
Tom Cousins Scholarship, presented by the East Lake 
Foundation to Drew students who demonstrate academic 
excellence and active leadership in the community.

Each of these students will receive a $5,000 scholarship 
annually renewable for their four years in college. The 
scholarship winners’ anticipated majors range from 
medicine and political science to exercise physiology, 
mechanical engineering, chemistry, mathematics and 
business. 

2017 Ann and Tom Cousins Scholars: 
• Kiara Davis – Attending The University of Miami
• Gloria Kitchens – Attending Tufts University
• DelShanee Martin – Attending Pitzer College
• Nia Riley – Attending Valdosta State University
• Brandon Skyes – Attending Southern University
• Alvin Winston – Attending Yale University 

New this year 
is the Eva Davis 
Empowerment 
Scholarship, named 
in honor of the late 
Eva Davis, community 
leader, former resident 
of The Villages of 
East Lake and former 
president of the 
East Lake Meadows 
Tenants Association. 

This scholarship is awarded to Drew Charter School 
students who demonstrate academic excellence and 
promise and are engaged in a meaningful way in the 
Drew Charter School community. 

Each of these students will receive a $3,000 scholarship 
annually, renewable for their four years in college. 
The scholarship winners’ anticipated majors range 
from science and finance, to communications and 
engineering. 

2017 Eva Davis Empowerment Scholars:
• Jordan Grady – Attending Howard University
• Zianiyiaa McClendon – Attending Brenau University
• Caleb Smith – Attending Bethune Cookman University
• Michel Turpeau – Attending Tennessee Tech University

Interested in supporting Drew Charter School’s College 
and Career Readiness Program? Contact Aaron James at 
404-974-4508 or ajames@eastlakefoundation.org.  

The East Lake Foundation is excited to 
announce the transition of daily management of 
the East Lake Healthy Connections program from 
the Foundation to the East Lake Family YMCA, the 
Foundation’s long-time community partner and 
the location that East Lake Healthy Connections 

has used for its office and service delivery since the program’s 
inception.  After a tremendously successful three-year pilot, 
this transition is a natural evolution of the program that aligns 

directly with East Lake Family YMCA’s work. 
The East Lake Foundation will remain a full program partner 

in East Lake Healthy Connections, playing a leadership 
role, managing grants associated with the program, and 
sustaining co-ownership of programmatic health outcomes 
for families in the East Lake and Kirkwood communities. 

If you are interested in learning more about the East 
Lake Healthy Connections program, please contact Parrish 
Underwood at parrishu@ymcaatlanta.org. 

Foundation Awarded Impactful Grants

Congratulations to the Ann and Tom Cousins 
and Eva Davis Scholars! Drew Charter School’s Women’s Tennis Team and 

Men’s and Women’s Golf Teams made history. Last fall 

during a grueling end to the season, the Girl’s Tennis 

Team dominated the competition, winning the regional  

championship and going on to win the Class A Public 

Division State Championship.

Also, for the first time in Drew history, both the Men's and 

Women's Golf Teams advanced to the State Champion-

ship. On a rainy couple of days in late May, Drew’s 

Varsity Men’s Golf Team placed 2nd in the State Class A 

Public Division golf tournament. The Women’s Golf Team 

placed 6th in the State Class A Public Division. The boys 

were led by freshman 

Anthony Ford with a 

score of 76. Anthony 

Ford was selected 

for the All-State Team 

as a freshman with 

second lowest score 

in the tournament. 

Congratulations to 

these Eagles for their 

tremendous effort 

this year!  

The East Lake 
Foundation 
is grateful for 
several recent 
grant awards 
that are helping 
support important 
community 
programs in 

East Lake. The James M. Cox 
Foundation awarded a five-
year grant in December 2016 
that provides critical funding 
for the Cox Pre-K program at 
Charles R. Drew Charter School. 
This grant helps sustain Cox 
Pre-K for East Lake families and 
as a model and learning hub 

for high quality Pre-K programming across Georgia and 
in communities across the country that are implementing 
the Drew Charter Pre-K model. Similarly, a grant from the 

Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation through United Way of 
Greater Atlanta will allow the East Lake Family YMCA’s 
Early Learning Academy and Cox Pre-K to serve as sites 
for research and innovation in early learning, be a model 
of best practices for other providers, and offer access 
for economically disadvantaged families to the Early 
Learning Academy program.

Both the Bank of America Charitable Foundation 
and Wells Fargo recently approved grants that will 
support economic mobility programming of the East 
Lake Foundation’s Resident & Community Support 
Program (RCSP). RCSP serves residents of The Villages 
of East Lake, the mixed-income housing developed 
by the East Lake Foundation as part of the community 
revitalization. By providing year-round workshops and 
individualized coaching in job readiness, career search, 
entrepreneurship and financial literacy, plus connections 
to employers and education, RCSP helps residents secure 
and improve employment, increasing their financial 
stability and mobility.  

Congratulations to Henry Bierenfeld, Harrison Scholar, East Lake Golf Club employee, and former 
East Lake Foundation intern, who has graduated from Georgia State University with a BS in Public 
Policy with a concentration on nonprofit leadership! Henry graduated Magna Cum Laude from The 
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies and hopes to pursue a career in nonprofit development. 

Warm up your swing and build your stamina for The First 
Tee of East Lake Golf-a-Thon. Community members and 
The First Tee® of East Lake participants will team up to play 
as many holes as possible in just one day to raise funds and 
awareness for The First Tee of East Lake.

Join us as a Golfer, a Sponsor or a Volunteer – together 
we can make a difference in the lives of Atlanta's youth. 

Use this link to sign up: https://eastlakefoundation.
rallyup. com/golf-a-thon.

Event Details

July 10, 2017, 8:00 am at Country Club of the South

To learn more, please contact Sarah Lavine at 
slavine@eastlakefoundation.org. 

East Lake Golf Club Employee and Harrison Scholar Graduates 
from Georgia State University

The First Tee® of East Lake Hosts Annual Golf-A-Thon

The East Lake Foundation’s inaugural Party on the Green, held on April 
29, 2017 at East Lake Golf Club, raised more than $480,000 to support the 
early childhood education initiative 
in the East Lake community. The 
event, presented by the Arthur M. 
Blank Family Foundation, honored 
the legacy of Tom and Ann Cousins 
for their vision and commitment to 
breaking the cycle of poverty in 
Atlanta’s East Lake community and 
across the country through Purpose 
Built Communities.

More than 400 guests attended the event led by Co-Chairs Lila and 
Doug Hertz and Sally and Comer Yates; Patron Chairs Carol and 
Larry Gellerstedt; Corporate Chair Chris Womack and Board 
Advisory Chairs Connie and John Frazer. 

Chick-fil-A CEO, Dan Cathy, serenaded Tom and Ann with 
a hymn and the Joe Gransden band kept the crowd on the 
dance floor with a variety of tunes that complemented the 
evening's 1920’s theme. 

Planning is underway for the 2018 event, so stay tuned!  

Congratulations to Charles R. Drew Charter School’s 
Legacy Class of 2017! All 82 seniors have graduated 
and have been accepted to college. What an amazing 
milestone! 

Drew Charter School’s College and Career Readiness 
(CCR) program, supported by the East Lake Foundation, 
was a huge catalyst in achieving that goal along with the 
students, their parents and families. As part of the cradle-
to-college education pipeline, the College and Career 
Readiness team offers educational and social/emotional 
support for students and families. 

To honor the Class of 2017, please help us raise $82,000 to 
support the continued work of Drew Charter School’s College 

and Career Readiness Program, so that we can continue to 
send 100% of our high school seniors to college. 

To learn  more or make a donation, please visit http://bit.
ly/ELFDonate. If you have questions, please contact Aaron 
James at ajames@atlantaga.gov.   

Drew’s Athletic Teams Make History 


